MANGE
Mange is a parasitic skin disease caused by microscopic mites. Mites have eight legs and are distantly related to spiders-both being classified as arachnids.

SARCOPTIC MANGE (‘Scabies’)
What causes sarcoptic mange?

Sarcoptic mange is caused by a mite that burrows just beneath the surface of the skin.  It may also crawl around on the skin surface.  The mite feeds on material in and on the skin.

What does it do to the dog?

The presence of the sarcoptic mite causes severe itching.  The dog will chew and scratch its skin constantly.  This leads to the loss of large amounts of hair, especially on the legs and belly.  Eventually, the skin will become thickened and will darken due to pigmentation.

Dogs have often been in contact with an infected dog or possibly another species of animal (or their environment) such as a fox or wombat.

Is it contagious?

Sarcoptic mange is highly contagious to other dogs; it is also contagious to humans, and is known as scabies.  The dog's bedding should be discarded or if this is not possible, it should be regularly washed in hot water with bleach or one of the specific anti-scabies shampoos. Although the mites are not able to complete their life cycle on humans, they will cause quite a bit of itching before they finally die.  If you have developed an itch and your dog has scabies contact your family doctor to discuss the various treatment options available.

How is sarcoptic mange diagnosed?

Diagnosis is made by a skin scraping that is examined under the microscope.  However if  only a small number of mites are present on the dog all skin scrapings may be negative.  A presumptive diagnosis is often made because the signs are so suspicious and treatment is commenced without the confirmation of a skin scraping.   Age is not a significant factor in sarcoptic mange.  Although most common in puppies, it affects dogs of all ages. 

Ocasionally, where the disease is suspected but not confirmed, diagnosis may require the assistance of a skin biopsy, or blood levels to detect antibodies produced against the mites.

How is it treated?

1. The first method involves the weekly application of topical insecticidal rinses (e.g. amitraz).

The rinses are strong chemicals which are diluted in water and poured over the dog, then left on. These rinses MUST be mixed correctly according to the manufactures instructions on the label.

The disadvantage of using these chemicals is that they are quite hazardous and special care needs to be taken to protect exposure to skin, eyes etc. This can be tricky when applying to a dog jumping around in the bathtub, even with gloves and protective clothing. The rinses can be also potentially fatal to your dog if mixed incorrectly and then applied. The dog will have similar symptoms that are intended for the mites!

All other dogs in contact should also be treated.

Cats must never be treated with these products! These products are fatal in cats!

2. The second form of treament are weekly injections of a drug to kill the mites. The drug is toxic 

to certain breeds such as Collies, Shelties and Border Collies, so in these cases the rinses must be relied upon.

This would be the most commonly used method of treatment now.

3. Corticosteroids, such as prednisolone, are often used to counteract the intense itch seen with sracptic mange and make the dog more comfortable. They will usually be started on a daily dose and tapered down over a few weeks once the itch starts to subside.

4. Once the disease has been successfully treated, the vet may follow this treatment up with a preventative spot-on treatment such as Revolution( or Advocate( . This would normally be continued at a frequency of one treatment every 2-3 weeks.

ZOONOSES

Scabies is a zoonotic disease-which means it can be passed between different species such as from your pet dog to yourself or a family member.

If any member of the family develops an itching skin rash, please contact your doctor immediately.   Tell your doctor that you have been exposed to sarcoptic mange (also known as scabies).  In people, the mite cannot complete its life cycle so it will die in a few days.  However, it may cause itching during that time.  Reinfestation from the dog or the premises can result in continued itching.


